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A common thread runs through the stories that
our alumni share here: they credit Boys Town
(as we were then called) with changing their lives.

T was aceepted to Boygs Town duringe the ke 19505, bt
replete with myr confused angrer, deep sense of shane,
issues around self-worth and sociod maladyustinent, T
strigrryrled. to £it i The tremendons patience, cowrogre and
tenacity: of Father Orsmond, and. +he Poyps Town staff
turned the effects of Iy prior uphringyingy auround.

T went ot ko the world. and. made @ suceess of gy
ife. How proud T felt when oy absolike menkor, Father
[Orsmond ], was @ passengger on his oy to Rome - and T
was the Nowigroskor on that Lligrhe. T hod achieved gy
dreom; T had iy wanked, (L coxeer in owigkion.

‘T oum now completing s M%Ob[d@/Y&PW@’ ond hope For
the best. Thank you for the wonderful changes that Yyou
ol made o iy ife, which was headed for disaster T love
Yron al’ - Frankie fanaino.

‘Hy time at Bous Town was one of the
most memorable . Today, T live qcurdms to
the valwes Bous Town aqre me. I'M q
landlord and have myu dwn supermarket
now, and T believe that my success
stems from treating peop(e the way I
was treated at 8Bous Towm..

‘When T arrived at Bous Town, T
decided to place m self lnder wew
manadement. IT've served on the alumi
Commrttee for a mumber of uears and God
willing, will do So for Many More +o Come. T thauk
the \(jqjce &skop, Father sham and all those who
served Boys Town. You all moulded the person T
am - and what you have dowe for me, I pass on
to My own quL( now. ﬂ’kan :]ou,‘

- An%/wnj Ajre;/a

&ftér 7 /eft m 1992, ﬂz)‘/s and &gs Town
helped me find my first job as an assistant
potter 1 enjoyed & but my dream was to

work with Yyoung /7420/7[42. While working, 1
studied. Tt was challenging, but Jirls and
Boys Town had taught me about

perseverance. 1 had the chance to return to
the organisation as a Child and Youth Care
Worker and worked my way into the position

Noel Milner

of regional co-ordinator of training for
Jauteng. 1 am so grateful for the way Jirls
and Boys Town has contributed to my development and 1 am proud
to represent them.' - Noel Niner.

At first, it was +0Mc{k. Then I discovered the
Peer Grou System and that was my saving
grace. Tt instilled a sense of resFOmsibifim in
me at I+ yedrs of dge. T wanted to show my
drents that T'd make 6 success of my life.
T moved up the system and started enjoying

|~

Our Magaliesburg Youth Development Centre opened in 1958 ...and

all these children are our alumni now!

Training

Girls

school. The highlignt was being elected Wayor
of Boys Town three times .. that was (qu!

The woy T conduct my life todoy is
thanks to the fessons T fearned ot Boys Town.
T tailt friepdships that T have to this doy. T
have a beautiful wife and d&uq(«f&r , G qraa‘f Job
and  handle Peopfe with respe,d’, inteqgrity and
honesty — which T first learned to do at Boys
Town. T am extremely proud to say I'm an
alowni. And T om Forever thanldul to Boys
Town! — Luca antoan
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Father and son ... together again.

Your gifts = your

positive support

Thank you! Your ongoing
generosity tells us that you
support the many ways in
which Girls and Boys Town
reaches into the lives of youth
and their families. Without
your investment in our work,
it's doubtful whether any of
the positive stories in this
newsletter could have been
written.

Every Rand that you
kindly donate to Girls and
Boys Town helps us to
change lives — and futures.
Thank you!

Kashiefa Kader, Researcher.

FAMILY SERVICES
Reunited after 15 years

A Family Worker shares her experience of
working with a teenager, Kris Domingo*, at
Girls and Boys Town ...

ris’s* history is a tragic one. His mother
. died when he was two years old and Kris

was entrusted to the care of his mother’s
family. His father had left to look for work.

His siblings were placed in different children’s
homes and Kris moved to other relatives before
being placed in foster care. When his father
returned, he desperately tried to find his children,
but his efforts to locate them proved futile.

Kris's journey eventually brought him to Girls
and Boys Town. We believe that all children need
to have a sense of belonging. Without this feeling
of connectedness, youth feel rejected and alone —
which is why we were determined to connect Kris
with his family.

Staff took Kris on trips to locate his siblings in

TRAINING AND EDUCATION

Learners and schools benefit

During the July school holidays, Girls and Boys
Town Kagiso’s Protem unit opened its doors
to five learners from two community schools.

wo weeks were spent teaching these
youngsters social skills and introducing

them to different career opportunities.
They enjoyed their time at our unit and made these
comments:

‘Protem has helped me to change my attitude
towards the teachers and learners. | ignore the
wrong things and don’t get pressurised by friends.’
— Lorraine

‘Girls and Boys Town is not a jail; it’'s a
place where abandoned children are helped
with their mistakes and we were treated like
their own children. | would like to become a
doctor one day.” — Thono

‘I'm going to do the right things because | now
know the skills ... if you follow the skills that they
taught us you will make your dreams come true.
Thanks for teaching us all the good things that we
must know when we go back to school, to be the best

EVALUATION AND RESEARCH

the Isipingo area. There were many unsuccessful
ventures but we would not give up. Persistence
paid off and Kris's sisters were found.

Reunited with their brother, they started to
look for their father. We helped by following up
leads and digging for further clues. Finally, we
traced Mr Domingo. Although this is what Kris had
wanted, he was anxious about meeting the man
he’'d last seen 15 years ago.

Kris and his dad will always remember
October 8: the day they were reunited. It was an
emotional time ... Kris reached out to shake his
father’s hand — but then, overcome by emotion and
his father’s tears, he embraced him.

They have started getting to know each other.
Mr Domingo calls regularly to find out how Kris is
doing.

Now that the Domingos are reunited, we need
to help them become a bonded family — and this is
the renewed focus of Girls and Boys Town'’s work.
A lot has been achieved already, but our work with
the whole family is only beginning. o
* Name changed to protect privacy. "

s o |
Learners focus on their work at our Protem unit.
learners in class.” — Christopher

Our Training and Education division has
worked with many schools. In KwaZulu-Natal and
Gauteng, 12 schools and 392 educators have
received training in the past few months, which
has benefitted the 15 600 learners in those schools.
Feedback from these schools has been positive -
and we’re looking forward to working with more
schools throughout South Africa in 2009.
* A special word of thanks to our sponsors who
help make this vital training possible.

Quality of our services matter

nowing that the outcome of our work
depends on the quality of the services we

offer, Girls and Boys Town formed a
specialised Quality Services division in April
2008.We also realised that research would not only
substantiate our effectiveness as an organisation,
but improve effectiveness — so a research unit was
incorporated into this department. Our Quality
Service division therefore combines the functions
of monitoring, evaluation and research and helps
all other Girls and Boys Town departments provide
enhanced quality in their services.

The research department has developed
questionnaires that perform a unique function in
bringing together a wide range of issues that
examine relations between Girls and Boys Town'’s
programme activities and their observed o0
consequences.

Peter Marx, Head of Quality Services.
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home have also been
selected to play in All Stars:
Unathi Gonggoba and
Akhona Ntlutha. We're
proud of you!

Fabian Oliphant, a
Grade 10 learner at Girls

From our CEO

7' RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
ré.
Never a dull moment

oys at our Glenwood Family Home in
the KwaZulu-Natal participated in a street

clean-up as part of their community

-ators or
boys service efforts. Their positive attitude and teamwork and Boys Town Macassar,
~we listen. impressed Tony da Silva, financial director of Key Fabian Oliphant proudly won a leadership
re some of Hire, who kindly donated money towards the shows the trophy he won programme run by the
that we've educational expenses of some of the youth at this ltgggrgshhitsigaiimasters Chuckle and Chirp We've come a long way ...
arding their home. Well done, boys! _ _ ' Toastmasters Club. The
with Girls ~ Albert Hendricks of our Dingle Family Home toastmasters facilitators were pleasantly surprised by Wh t
v . in the Cape loves soccer and is a member of the All the enthusiasm of our boys and their eagerness to a a
. Stars soccer team. When Manchester United visited implement what they'd learned. Thanks to - O u rn e '
ther: Cape Town, he was Toastmasters for this opportunity — and congratulations J y .
n and | are one of the children to the Macassar youth! ” _
2 fam||y. | who had the his has bgen a year of many
h . p3 firsts’: Girls and Boys Town
' say that my Opportumty to play turned 50, the first female chair
ick to me with the Manchester and CEO was appointed and we
ent and | players. Two other saw the formal specialisation of
R - organlsatlonal operatlons Into
e is an boys at our Dmgle four highly effective specialist
the Regular service divisions — to mention
: Of the i | The Clean team ... our tralnmg IUSt'ia'ff:vz;)mmitment and
S ru’n at Girls bOYSI enjoy community SeS.SIOndS ;re support from Girls and Boys
W, service and often enjoyed by Town donors, volunteers and
participate in projects ouryoung friends has made this a

aimed at helping others.

soccer stars.

rewarding first year, as CEO, for

jUC&tOI" Sa—yS: me. Your belief in what we do
n | know and your championing of our
ind BO)’S vision and mission — despite

. Now in his final r hool. Lunai has hi these economically challenging
thrived Lessons frOI I l O u r yo uth . ° s fiha -yea at school, Lungi has his times — has been deeply moving

sights set on becoming a chartered accountant. He dh hed f

problems . and has touched many lives
rived with oday, 18-year-old Lungi tells other also plays rugby and soccer. positively.

' I youngsters to ‘value what you have.’ But Lungi believes that his life has changed for the Girls and Boys Town would
ared since : better during th t th M fth have neither a past nor a future
ent at Girls when he_ came to Girls and Boys Town etter during the past three years. Many of the if not for your contributions
wn. | can three years ago, his sentiments would have been friends he had prior to coming to Girls and Boys over the years. This is why we’d
P different. Lungi had lost both his parents and felt he Town have dropped out of school and take drugs. like to honour you for your
e this to the ongoing support ... through the

ceive there!

had nothing left to live for. He was taken in by a
family member but his hurt and loss played out in
substance abuse and being expelled from school.

He’s grateful that he had the chance to change his
life and did not go down the same path.
‘It's important to search within yourself for the

Certificate and Timeline included
with this special edition of Youth
Today.

mni: . . . i
Jme not to Lungi’s last hope, at 15 years of age, was Girls and strength to do the right thing,’ says Lungi. ‘And upd:tt_iS;:Sf,fs;;?gfnsﬂay”d
ople, to Boys Town. parents should never give up on their kids.’ ﬂ progress — and all the other
] ’ stories contained within this
for myself publication — would never have
nd to give been possible if not for you.
power ) (I?n behlalfI of ohur iom;]th, I
. thank you. | also thank the
e | can. Ifit T h e Wa‘y We We re vquntZr'y Board and Regional
Girls and Committee members, as well as
would irls and Boys Town’s 50th anniversary the staffi for t}fgeir efforts and
ad or in jail’ G reminded many men of the time they spent B oo s 1 ST2UINE
with us as youngsters. Many community excellence. Collectively, this all

rls say

members, youth and their families enjoyed the fun
day held at our Tongaat Youth Development
Centre - which was also attended by many alumni,
including two who were among the very first
admissions in 1978: Krish Pillay and Rooplall
Bissoon.

It was also a special day for Jakes Raman,

ensures that your investment in
Girls and Boys Town delivers
excellent outcomes.

Last but not least, | thank
our youth, their families and
educators, who have been
committed participants in
changing lives, circumstances and
futures.

L | wish you a safe and blessed
Principal of our Tongaat Youth DeveIOpm_ent Centre Tongaat alumni, back row, from left: Perumal Chetty, Rodney festive season and look forward
: — who remembers all these men as boys since he o o Pillay, Navindra Mothilall, Krish Pillay. Front: Strini Govender, to the challenges and exciting
Alpha Family has worked at Tongaat since March 1978. Luckraj Ramphal and Rooplall Bissoon. developments that 2009 will
ssed their bring, knowing that nothing will
. be insurmountable with your
Girls and h I - support.
is way: What our Magaliesburg Mayor says L
tev

of the value

)

y home better: '

irls and Boys Town ‘It's an achievement and honour
G Magaliesburg’s Mayor, Shaun to be Mayor. But as much as it is

Morton, reflects on what this lekker, it's also scary! It's made me
begin to realise that this is also what

responsibility means to him ...

T

I kope ‘Being Mayor of a Girls and Boys life ‘out there’ is like. You need to
>/ Town Youth Development Centre is work at — and for — everything! Nice
/&{ the an a_1r_nazing honOL_Jr. It’s_notjust a things_don’tjust happen.
oin position of aut_horlty it's a passion Girls and Boys Town has taught
" Mg rﬂ and | really strive to give my best me to never turn to the past, but to
1 0 performance. I've worked hard for learn from the past. Here, I've found Lee Loynes
e this position and | learned many parental figures, brothersand ¢  ‘Mr Mayor, Shaun Morton, in Chief Executive Officer
DN/ lessons on my way here. mentors.’ his ‘official’ regalia.
3-58-58




oy ke o pess wy seee . A moOther’s gratitude  Mary’s story

. helpin
qratitude 10 you for elping hen Prathina Albrech wrote to thank vervone has their own
W Girls and Boys Town’s Verulam Very .
ideas about what their

e pton. Hes been 10 seve ol
TR went i i
nstitutions ut the day he we Family Home for helping her son, we job means to them - &
but Mary Molefe’s is extra-special: *

to Girls ond Boys Town,
‘| started working at Girls

mprovement started Theres _ | . .
o improvement in and Bo_ys Town Magallesburg in Mary Molefe
been 4 moyor | i o s 1971, first as a cleaner, then in the laundry — and
his behaviour I know now | work in the kitchen. | used to walk for 8kms
been times where you were to get there. At that time, we had 105 boys.
Lshe d be/o’OM{ your fimits — bt One day | went to complain to the Bishop that

Hhe the boys were being very naughty. Their rooms
the 0"“1(A all that o Md T and bathrooms were messy, and | didn’t think that
itience to qo on fryng. =

| should have to tidy up.
re ol aFPre’dM& the time oand ‘He explained to me kindly that the boys still
' to
effort you de dicoted

have to learn. We have to teach them — and if there
Bronton T hank qOM.’

had to share her letter with you — because it’s
your support that leads to outcomes like this ...

wasn't this work, we wouldn’t have jobs! And to

Prathina and her son, Brenton. this day, | have always known that this is true.’ ﬁ

Our Vision

Youth, families and communities;
South Africa’s strength and future.

Our Mission

Creating opportunities for youth
to grow and develop into
responsible citizens, able to
contribute to family and
community life in the spirit of
peace, dignity, tolerance, equality
and solidarity with others.

You generate hope!

f you responded to our appeal for generators, thank
“ you! And thank you for understanding how badly

power cuts disrupt routines at Girls and Boys Town
centres in all provinces.

Your kindness has ensured that our Magaliesburg centre was
the first residential facility to be equipped — and all our other
facilities will receive their generators during the months ahead.

We've heard that load-shedding will be reintroduced in

- Thanks to your generosity, power cuts will no
2009 - so your generosity really has helped us to be o o longer disrupt important routines at Girls and

prepared. Thanks again! Boys Town.What a reliefl

Public policies

1. Girls and Boys Town South
Africa is a private, registered
Nonprofit organisation in
terms of the Nonprofit
Organisation’s Act (Act 71 of
1997) — Registration No
009-244 NPO.

2. Girls and Boys Town is
registered as a ‘Public Benefit
Organisation’ (PBO) in terms
of Section 18A of the Income
Tax Act (Act 58 of 1962).
Donations to Girls & Boys
Town are tax-deductible in
the hands of the donor — up
to 10% of taxable income.
No duty is charged on
bequests made to it in Wills
(SARS ref 18/11/13/379).

3. All donations received are
used for the sole benefit and
care of the youth of Girls &
Boys Town.

4. Only staff in the employ of
Girls and Boys Town are
permitted to raise funds for
the organisation — unless
otherwise specifically
authorised.

5. The names of Girls & Boys
Town donors are never sold
or divulged to other
organisations.

6. The stories of youth
published in our reports are
true but their names may
have been altered to protect
their identity.

7. Youth are admitted to Girls &
Boys Town regardless of

Our cross of love

ven the ‘cross on the hill’, near our
Magaliesburg Youth Development

Centre, has an interesting history, as
Harry Prince will tell you ...

‘On a hot Saturday morning in 1979, some
alumni - along with the centre’s youngsters —
heaved two halves of the upright of a 20m steel
cross up a hill.

We were determined to erect this powerful
symbol of love and caring to show what the
organisation represents. The wooden crosses that
had been erected previously had been damaged by
veld fires.

‘It was a major exercise which had involved
much planning and took great physical endurance.
The camaraderie which existed between the ‘old’
and the ‘new’ boys and the staff involved was a
manifestation of all that the then Boys Town stood
for — and still does.

‘We placed the cross onto bolts, which were
firmly anchored into a concrete base to stabilise
and secure it for many generations. What a
reflection of the love and stability
that we had obtained from Girls
and Boys Town!

Many changes have taken

Harry Prince — who's a member of our alunmi now — with
one of the young residents at our Magaliesburg centre.

race, colour or religion.

8. The Girls and Boys Town
books of account are audited
annually and its financial
statements are available on
request or can be viewed at
the office of the Director of
Nonprofit Organisations.

9. Girls and Boys Town does
not receive funding from
Community Chests in South
Africa.

BOYSTOWN

place over the years, but some of
my fondest memories are of the
warmth and love that we shared
in the shadow of our cross on
the hill that day. Long live Girls

and Boys Town!’ “

The cross on the hill ... a visible, shining
symbol of the love and guidance that
youth receive at Girls and Boys Town
centres around the country.






