






passed on. I miss him still.
His knowledge of kids and
people was truly amazing –
but he has left us and South
Africa a wonderful legacy.
Like Father Flanagan, I
believe, he, too, can say: ‘The
work will continue, you see,
whether I am there or not
because it is God’s work, not
mine.’

Another turning point
was my visit to Boys Town
Nebraska, USA in 1994. It led
to the introduction of some
of their programmes, which

have changed the way we care for our children. 
The ‘Common Sense Parenting’ and

‘Classroom Management’ programmes are the
most powerful and effective programmes I have
seen in this country. As we share these with the
public, they will help stop children from coming
into care. Our programmes are also available to
corporations – which need to look at what’s
happening in families, at schools and in the
communities where they do their business –
because all these factors influence the bottom
line.

What of the future? One question that has
always plagued me is: what about girls? I’d like
to let you in on a secret. People who are not
part of the Boys Town family won’t know this –
but help for girls is not far off. Watch this space!

I want to pay tribute to the people who
have journeyed so far with me. We’ve shared
the joy of being of service to the boys who have
entered our gates. I also want to thank the Old
Boys who continue to encourage and support
me in this work – and keep me in line!

But these memories wouldn’t exist without
our donors – the wonderful individuals who
sacrifice, pray and speak for us and who
continue to show their love for children in very
tangible and caring ways – and so frequently!

God has blessed Boys Town. We pray every
day that He may continue to bless you and yours.

Joe Araujo
Executive Director
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1. Boys Town South Africa is a 
private, registered non-profit 
organisation in terms of the 
Non-profit Organisation’s Act 
(Act 71 of 1997) – Registration
No 009-244 NPO.

2. Boys Town is registered as a 
‘Public Benefit Organisation’ 
in terms of Section 18A of the 
Income Tax Act (Act 58 of 
1962). Donations to Boys 
Town are tax-deductible in 
the hands of the donor – up 
to R1000 or 5% of taxable 
income – whichever is the 
greater amount. No duty is 
charged on bequests made 
to it in Wills (SARS ref 
8/11/13/379).

3. All donations received are 
used for the sole benefit and 
care of the youth of Boys Town.

4. Only staff in the employ of 
Boys Town are permitted to 

t was only the other
day when a donor
asked, ‘Is Joe still with

you? He must be getting on.’
Well, yes, I’ve been fortunate to
last the pace – and have much
to be grateful for today. 

I’m grateful, firstly, to those
people who, back in 1958, gave
me the opportunity to be a
pioneer of the Boys Town movement in South
Africa. 

After completing my Social Work degree and
working as a ‘Probation Officer’, Father O (Father
Reginald Orsmond, Boys Town’s founder) asked
me to join the organisation in May 1974. 

I resigned after six weeks ... until my other
mentor, the late John Hayward – who had once
been my teacher at Magaliesburg – gave me a
dressing down. He then threw me into the world
of business – when Boys Town started micro-
business ventures in order to generate funds. This
was a baptism by fire – but one that ended in ashes
– including the demise of our then well-known
personalised Christmas cards. What a rude awakening! 

I then went on to working with our donors and
began to capture the uniqueness of the Boys Town
a p p roach. The secret lay in the way we appro a c h e d
them – personally – so that they became not only
our friends but part of our Boys Town family. 

This approach has enabled us to discover one
truth that is not always apparent to most people:
every person is inherently good, wants to do
good and wants to make a difference in the world! 

I was especially proud of our donors during
those dark days of disinvestment in South Africa.
They continued to provide for the boys. Local has
always been lekker for us – and we have always
stuck with our own people, unlike many other
non-profits which had to rely on overseas funding. 

The late 70s and early 80s was a period of rapid
g rowth for us. We saw the establishment of pro j e c t s
in KwaZulu-Natal and the Western Cape; and the
establishment of Family Homes in Johannesburg
(since closed) and Verulam. Our wish to serve
children from all communities saw us merge with a
‘street children’ organisation in Hillbrow in the late
80s. These youngsters became the nucleus of
today’s Boys Town Kagiso-Randfontein and the
ultimate realisation of Boys Town’s promise to
provide facilities for all of South Africa’s children.

Father Orsmond left his beloved Magaliesburg
in 1981. The period that followed, I know, was
particularly difficult for him. He had left the
personal involvement he had enjoyed with the
boys, after living amongst them since 1958. But he
continued to mentor Boys Town from a distance
and keep his vision for children alive. The greatest
joy for me and our organisation was his
appointment as Bishop of Johannesburg – a just
reward for his work and abilities. 

After 19 years, my appointment as Executive
Director – and successor to the Bishop – was the
highlight of my career. It was a vote of confidence
in one of his Old Boys and an awesome
responsibility. I was fortunate that he continued to
be my ‘Father’ and mentor until the day before he
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This year heralds a proud
service record of 30 years for
our Executive Director, Joe
Araujo. He shares some
reflections on three decades
of invo l vement with Boys Tow n .

Want to
sponsor a
newsletter?
To contain costs, Boys
Town is looking for
sponsors for its newsletters
– Youth Today, Youth
Update and Parenting
Today. Acknowledgement
of the sponsorship will be
carried in the particular
issue sponsored. For more
information, please contact
our Executive Director, Joe
Araujo on (011) 482 2655.

Public policies
raise funds for the organisation
– unless otherwise 
specifically authorised.

5. The names of Boys Town 
donors are never sold or 
divulged to other organisations.

6. The stories of youth published
in our reports are true but 
their names have been 
altered to protect their identity.

7. Youth are admitted to a 
Boys Town regardless of 
race, colour or religion.

8. The Boys Town books of 
account are audited annually 
and its financial statements 
are available on request or 
can be viewed at the office of 
the Director of Non-profit 
O r g a n i s a t i o n s .

9. Boys Town does not receive 
funding from Community 
C h e s t s .

Welcome,
Claude
We extend a
warm welcome to
Claude da Silva,
our new Human
Resources
Manager. An Old Boy,
Claude spent four years at
Boys Town Macassar, where
he matriculated before
completing his National
Diploma in Human
Resources Management at
the Port Elizabeth Technikon.
‘Not only am I excited to be
on board, but honoured as
an Old Boy,’ says Claude.

Thakor
Morar
retires
Most people
would agree that a
26-year term at
Boys Town entitles a man to
some rest! By bidding
farewell to Thakor Morar,
Principal of Boys Town
Tongaat, we also thank him
for his sterling period of
service, mentorship to the
boys and for the excellent
hospitality that visitors to our
Tongaat home have enjoyed
under his leadership. We
wish Thakor all the best on
his retirement.

Staff news T h ree decades later ... and still lear n i n g


