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We’re chilling

Girls and Boys Town would like to commend  the Sowetan for running an article that has not only provided insight into the potential educational crisis the South African community could face, but an article that has also allowed for positive alternatives to curbing truancy to be explored. 
With May hosting the Tobacco Control Awareness Month and June being the official Youth Month respectively, greater awareness  should be put on equipping youth with life skills that can educate and empower them through  making positive decisions about their education, social identity and values. By the adult and professional community working together we would be more effective in breaking the cycle of youth making poor-decisions for their lives.

The estimated 100 pupils who on Friday loitered around puffing their future away instead of being at school and the Grade 11 pupil who claimed to be missing the first period of school everyday is an alarming red-flag for all those who interface with young people. 

Learners who have difficulties in school will often demonstrate inappropriate behaviours, such as staying away from school, disrespect towards, themselves, their peers, educators and parents. 

Effective intervention programmes are available to parents and educators via organisations such as Girls and Boys Town.  The “Well Managed Classroom” workshop further empowers educators with helpful tools that facilitates appropriate school and classroom behaviours, allows educators to focus on academic teaching (rather than being distracted with managing inappropriate behaviours) and simultaneously develops both a culture of education as well as improve educator/learner relationships.  

The “Common Sense Parenting” workshop allows parents the opportunity to manage their children’s behaviours in respectful and powerful ways that build-on relationships within the family, thus removing the stresses of conflict and power struggles.

”Learner orientation” programmes teach young people alternatives to inappropriate behaviours, which include making good choices and decisions.

There is no question that support is necessary to ease the frustration of parents and educators who deal with such situations. It is strongly advised that holistic development and empowerment opportunities are sought by all school staff, learners, parents and governing bodies to achieve educational successes.

CEO of Girls and Boys Town

Lee Loynes
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