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Exams start smoothly
Girls and Boys Town has launched one of four pupil support centres to provide access to the latest educational methods. The computer-based intervention evaluates and enhances pupils’ needs in two critical areas: literacy and mathematics.
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JOHANNESBURG - The impact of the public servants’ strike is yet to be felt by matric pupils as the first day of the exams went without a hitch.

Yesterday the head of communications of the Gauteng department of education, Charles Phahlane, said the first day of  exams had gone smoothly without any hiccups.
“There were no hold-ups or any delays with the exam. Everything went smoothly and this is the way we want things to continue,” he said

The papers written included Computer Application Technology Paper Two and Information Technology Paper Two.

President Jacob Zuma yesterday sent his good  wishes to the class of 2010. “Our young people have already walked a long road to reach this point in their schooling career. It has been many years of hard work, commitment, dedication and resilience from Grade 1 until they reached this milestone. 

“They have done very well, and as government we join parents and teachers in congratulating them and wish them well on this final hurdle. Let me also caution that parents, teachers and society in general should not pressurise our young people. Let us all encourage and support the Grade 12 pupils. We wish all our children success and a prosperous future,” said Zuma.

ANC spokesman Jackson Mthembu also voiced his  support for matriculants. “Despite this year having being marked by disruptions, mainly due to workers’ strike in the education sector, it has been encouraging to see  many pupils taking up the challenge of preparing for the examinations through discussion groups,” he said.

The ANC Youth League also sent its best wishes to all those writing examinations. “We are confident that all pupils at all grades will do well, despite the reduced number of days for schooling in 2010 as a result of the Fifa World Cup and the teachers’ strike. We call on all pupils to work harder and ensure that they make progress during the examinations,” said ANYCL spokesman Floyd Shivambu.

Ekurhuleni mayor Mekgwe  also sent his best wishes to the matrics. “We acknowledge that, in so far as teaching and learning, this was not a normal academic year for them, due largely to circumstances be-
yond their control. 

“In support of the matric recovery plan, the Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality’s Library and Information Services has extended library hours on Saturday and will open on Sundays in some of its libraries. We, however, believe and hope all the measures put in place towards catching up will yield the expected results,” said Mekgwe.

Meanwhile,  millions of matric pupils will be delighted to know that there is additional support available, should they require it.
Girls and Boys Town has launched one of four pupil support centres to provide access to the latest educational methods. 

The computer-based intervention evaluates and enhances pupils’ education needs in two critical areas: literacy and mathematics. These two subjects have proved to be a stumbling-block for pupils throughout the country. The programme helps identify learning difficulties, such as attention deficit, and recommends remedial actions to address the problems.

Each centre consists of four connected services  providing assessment and counselling, a library, a computer laboratory and a facilitator and teacher training service.

The CEO of Girls and Boys Town, Lee Loynes, said they were proud to introduce such an advanced support centre. “Our organisation always tries to be at the forefront of identifying and adopting new techniques to enhance our work. 

“By supporting the learning among children whom we care for, we raise educational levels in the broader society and contribute 
to South Africa’s socio-economic development,”she said.
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