
Media statement
Girls & Boys Town launches Learning Support Centres
Magaliesburg, 14 April 2011 – The Girls & Boys Town is launching the second of four Learning Support Centres that will provide South African youth with access to the latest educational methods.
The computer-based intervention evaluates and enhances learners’ educational needs in two critical areas – literacy and mathematics. These have consistently been identified as core challenges facing South African learners, but are the building blocks for all other learning areas. 
The assessment process helps identify learning difficulties, such as attention deficit disorder, and recommends remedial actions to address problems that the children experience.
Each centre consists of four connected services: assessment and counselling, library, computer lab, and facilitator and teacher training.
This centre is based in Magaliesburg, and the fist centre which was launched in October 2010 at the Kagiso Campus in Randfontein has already benefitted over 250 learners. 
The CEO of Girls & Boys Town, Ms Lee Loynes, says they are proud to introduce these advanced Learning Support Centres. “Our organisation always tries to be at the forefront of identifying and adopting new techniques to enhance our work. By supporting the learning among children who we care for, we raise educational levels in the broader society and contribute to South Africa’s socio-economic development,” says Ms Loynes.
The programme is supported by the National Lotteries Board (NLB). “The fact that the Learning Centres will be a facility both for children residing at Girls & Boys Town and in surrounding communities was an important aspect for the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund (NLDTF) when considering the funding application. It is very positive that the benefits of this intervention will be shared beyond the walls of the organisation,” comments Sershan Naidoo from the NLB.
Other than in Magaliesburg (North West), Girls & Boys Town campuses are also located in Kagiso (Gauteng), Tongaat, Verulum and Glenwood (KwaZulu Natal) and Macassar, Claremont and Kennilworth (Western Cape). In addition to residential care, the 53-year-old non-profit organisation also trains educators and facilitators who work with parents, other educators and institutions to provide patient, loving and understanding care to children and assist them in overcoming the pains of growing up in today’s testing times.
ends
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About Girls & Boys Town:
Its focus is on children “at-risk” and families in trouble. Its mission is to create opportunities for youth to grow and develop into responsible citizens who are able to contribute to family and community life. 
Most children arrive at its Centres with shattered dreams, sick at heart and often half-starved in body. Some have been physically or sexually abused, neglected or abandoned. Some come from broken or poverty-stricken homes while others have done badly at school, have discipline issues, challenge authority and lack social skills.
The organisation is synonymous with the peer-group system of self-government – a unique concept where youngsters are significantly involved in decision-making concerning their own affairs. Under the guidance of adults, they govern themselves and empower their peers, electing their Mayor, Councillors and Managers who make the rules and see that they are kept. This capitalises on the teenager’s desire to be admired and respected by peers, develops leadership skills and instills responsibility and values for life. 
Its eight Centres – four Youth Development Centres and four Family Homes – offer residential care to children whose families face challenging circumstances and to youngsters who don't do well in foster care. 
Girls & Boys Town delivers national services that: 
· Focus on the individual needs of youth in Family Homes and Youth Development Centres, by implementing nationally researched and specialised child and youth care programmes. 
· Improve the healthy development of youth in the broader community through Girls & Boys Town’s national Hotline and regional Training and Resource Centres. 
· Capacitate parents, caregivers, families, professionals, educators and others in the field of youth development through its training programmes.
· Are sensitive to the need to deliver community-based services for youth in greatest need in less resourced communities.


Proudly supported by the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund
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