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World Child Labour Day

June 12, 2009 marks the World Child Labour Day, a day which promotes awareness and highlights the plight of child labour, especially in relation to the girl child. This year’s child Labour Day focuses on girls, where an estimated 100 million girls are reported missing or are involved in child labour. With South Africa also celebrating Youth Month, it is only fitting that the emphasis be on how the world can make an effort to ensure that youth are empowered through education. By educating a young girl and boy, society gives them a chance at success.    

This ideal solution is however not easily attainable in many countries where schools are under-resourced, lack trained educators, have limited facilities and have over-crowded classrooms.  In order that parents understand the grave disadvantages of depending on the contribution a working child makes to the household’s income and learn to value the enormous advantages of rather educating their child, the following steps need to be reviewed and implemented:

· tackling barriers to girls education; 

· ensuring that children have access to a school offering a safe and quality driven learning   environment; 

· providing catch-up educational opportunities for children and youth who have so far missed out on formal schooling; 

· tackling the worldwide shortage of teachers, as well as ensuring a properly supported, trained and professional teaching force.

Girls and Boys Town has recognised the need to empower and assist the girl child, through initiatives including the admittance of girls into their Family Home and by providing a wider service to girls and boys via community outreach programmes, training centres and the National Hotline. 

Our Training and Education Service Division provides direct youth education services via small intensive “remediation” class settings for learners who are struggling in mainstream educational classes, either due to educational/remedial difficulties or challenging classroom behaviours (thus at risk of losing their school placements). 

Training of the Girls and Boys Town “Well Managed Classroom” programme has also resulted in educators empowering and managing school learners more effectively and holistically.  The classroom management programme, which was introduced by Girls and Boys Town in February 2003, positively enhances educator job satisfaction and thus increases the likelihood that skilled and experienced educators remain in the field.

These aforementioned activities will all serve to ensure that education becomes more desirable, accessible and, most importantly, sought after by families to educate their children until they reach a suitable age and skill level to enter into and achieve within the workplace. 

Girls and Boys Town can be reached on a national hotline 086 58 58 58 or can be surfed on www.girlsandboystown.org.za
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